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Figure 2-1: Regional Location Map  

  



LOS ANGELES AERIAL RAPID TRANSIT PROJECT  

VISUAL IMPACT ASSESSMENT 4 SEPTEMBER 2022 

 
Figure 2-2: Proposed Project Location 
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2.3.1.1 Alameda Station 

The Alameda Station would be on Alameda Street adjacent to the planned LAUS Forecourt and 
Placita de Dolores between Los Angeles Street and Cesar E. Chavez Avenue. The station would 
be approximately 173 feet long, 109 feet wide, and 78 feet high at its tallest point, with the 
passenger loading platform approximately 31 feet above Alameda Street. Vertical circulation 
elements (i.e., elevators, escalators, stairs) for pedestrian access, which would also serve as 
queuing areas to the station, would be introduced at-grade north of Placita de Dolores in a 
proposed new pedestrian plaza at El Pueblo on the west in an area currently used as a parking 
and loading area for El Pueblo. On the east, vertical circulation elements would be introduced 
at-grade from the planned LAUS Forecourt. Installation of the vertical circulation elements may 
include removal and replacement of trees, removal of parking and loading for El Pueblo, and 
installation of landscaping and hardscape.  

2.3.1.2 Alameda Tower 

The Alameda Tower would be on the Alameda Triangle, a City ROW between Alameda Street, 
North Main Street, and Alhambra Avenue consisting of a small green space flanked on all sides 
by roadways. The Alameda Tower would be 195 feet tall, with the cable suspended 175 feet 
above ground. Implementation of the Alameda Tower would include reuse and integration of the 
existing pavers at the Alameda Triangle, as well as landscape and hardscape updates to the 
Alameda Triangle.  

2.3.1.3 Alpine Tower 

The Alpine Tower would be located on a City-owned parcel, currently being used as non-public 
parking storage for City vehicles, at the northeastern corner of Alameda Street and Alpine Street, 
adjacent to the Metro L Line (Gold). The Alpine Tower would be 195 feet tall at its tallest point, 
with the cable suspended 175 feet above ground. The Alpine Tower would also include the 
installation of landscaping and hardscaping near the base of the tower.  

2.3.1.4 Chinatown/State Park Station 

The Chinatown/State Park Station would be adjacent to Spring Street in the southernmost portion 
of Los Angeles State Historic Park. The southern portion of the station would be on City ROW, 
while the northern portion of the station would be integrated into the southern boundary of 
Los Angeles State Historic Park. The station would be approximately 200 feet long, 80 feet wide, 
and 98 feet tall at its tallest point, with the passenger boarding platform approximately 50 feet 
above-grade. Access to the boarding platform would be from the mezzanine via elevators and 
stairs. Composed of three levels, elevators and stairs from the ground level would lead up to a 
mezzanine, 27 feet above-grade, and ramps for the queuing area would lead up to the boarding 
platform, which is 50 feet above ground.  
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Figure 2-3: Proposed Project Alignment 
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The Dodger Stadium Station is adjacent to Dodger Stadium, which is operated as an MLB 
Stadium. The Project Sponsor will request consideration by the Los Angeles Dodgers of the 
potential for the Dodger Stadium Station to include a mobility hub, where outside of game day 
periods, passengers would be able to access a suite of first and last mile multi-modal options, 
such as a bike share program and individual bike lockers, to access Elysian Park and other nearby 
neighborhoods, including Solano Canyon. Issues to be addressed regarding the mobility hub 
include maintaining security for Dodger Stadium and the surrounding surface parking areas  

Implementation of the Dodger Stadium Station would require the removal of parking spaces, as 
well as removal and replacement of landscaping. 

2.4 System Oper ations  

 Typical Operating Logistics 

During operations, the cabins would travel on a continuous loop between the Alameda Station 
and the Dodger Stadium Station. Cabins would pass through passenger stations at roughly one 
foot per second (less than one mile per hour) to allow for unloading and loading. If needed, a 
cabin could be stopped to accommodate passenger boarding. After the cabins pass through the 
unload/load zones, the doors would close and the cabins would accelerate to match the line speed 
of the haul rope before reattaching to the haul rope.  

At Alameda Station, arriving cabins (southbound) would decelerate, doors would open, and 
passengers would unload. The cabins would execute a U-turn in the station before passing 
through the load zone (for northbound passengers), load passengers (if any), close doors, then 
accelerate to be reattached to the haul rope.  

At the Chinatown/State Park Station, cabins would detach from the rope and decelerate to the 
station speed. Because passenger access would be provided at this station, the cabins would 
decelerate to about one foot per second (less than one mile per hour), and the doors would open. 
After traveling through the unload and load zones, the cabin doors would close, and the cabins 
would accelerate to line speed and then reattach to the haul rope.  

At the Broadway Junction, where passenger unloading or loading is not proposed, the cabins 
would detach from the haul rope, decelerate to a speed of approximately six mph, execute a slight 
turn to follow the alignment, and then re-accelerate and reattach to the haul rope. As described 
in Section 2.3.1.5, the Alameda Station to Broadway Junction and Broadway Junction to Dodger 
Stadium Station systems come together at the Broadway Junction. When the cabins detach from 
the haul rope in the Junction, their move from one haul rope to the other haul rope would not be 
perceptible by passengers. 

At the Dodger Stadium Station, the cabins would decelerate, doors would open, and passengers 
would unload. Because the Dodger Stadium Station would be an end station, the cabins would 
execute a U-turn in the station before passing through the load zone (for southbound passengers), 
load passengers (if any), close doors, then accelerate and reattach to the haul rope. As described 
above, gondola cabins would enter, traverse, and depart stations under fully automated control. 
Operation of the proposed Project would require approximately 20 personnel. Station attendants 
would be in each station to assure safe boarding or to execute stops, if necessary. Attendants 
would also provide customer interaction and observation; if a passenger needs special 
assistance, an attendant may either further slow or stop a cabin. A separate operator may sit in a 
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area from primarily vehicle-oriented and industrial uses, to a mixed-use pedestrian-oriented 
community that would accommodate residential, light industrial, and commercial uses. The CASP 
was developed to meet the several key purposes, including: 

�x Transform an underserved and neglected vehicular-oriented industrial and public facility 
area into a cluster of mixed-use, pedestrian-oriented, and aesthetically pleasing 
neighborhoods. 

�x Increase access to open space. 

�x Re-connect historical communities. 

�x Facilitate pedestrian mobility, encourage bicycle use, and provide access to a variety of 
transit options including frequent light rail and bus connections, shared vehicles and 
bicycles, and taxis. 

�x Respect historically significant buildings, including massing and scale, while at the same 
time encouraging innovative architectural design that expresses the identity of 
contemporary urban Los Angeles. 

Amongst other zoning regulations, the zoning regulations applicable to the proposed Project 
related to aesthetics include the following general requirements for exterior building lighting: 

a. Light levels shall be measured with a photoelectric photometer, following the standard 
spectral luminous efficiency curve adopted by the International Commission on 
Illumination.  

b. The outdoor lighting for all projects in the Urban Center, Innovation, and Village Districts 
shall be designed such that it produces a maximum initial illuminance value no greater 
than 0.20 horizontal and vertical foot candles when measured at the site boundary and no 
greater than 0.01 horizontal foot candles when measured 15 feet from the site. No more 
than 5.0% of the total initial lumens shall be emitted at an angle of 90 degrees or higher 
from nadir (straight down).  

c. The outdoor lighting for all projects in the Greenway District2 shall be designed such that 
it produces a maximum initial illuminance value no greater than 0.01 horizontal and vertical 
foot candles when measured at the site boundary. None of the total initial lumens shall be 
emitted at an angle of 90 degrees or higher from nadir (straight down).  

d. Lighting shall be provided along all vehicular access ways and pedestrian walkways.  

e. All low pressure sodium, high pressure sodium, metal halide, fluorescent, quartz, 60 watts 
or greater incandescent, mercury vapor, and halogen fixtures shall be fully shielded in 
such a manner as to preclude light pollution or light trespass on any of the following: an 
abutting residential use district; a lot zoned for residential use; the public right of way, a 
park, or open space.  

 

2  Los Angeles State Historic Park is designated as Open Space and is in the Greenway Zoning District under the 
CASP, which allows for the development of recreation and open space uses. 
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�x The extent to which the project affects recognized views available from a length of a public 
roadway, bike path, or trail, as opposed to a single, fixed vantage point. 

Based on these factors, the Project would have potentially significant impacts with respect to 
views if its development were to obstruct an existing view of a valued visual resource. 

3.2.2.3 Shading 

�x A project impact would normally be considered significant if shadow-sensitive uses would 
be shaded by project-related structures for more than three hours between the hours of 
9:00 a.m. and 3:00 p.m. Pacific Standard Time (between late October and early April), or 
for more than four hours between the hours of 9:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m. Pacific Daylight 
Time (between early April and late October).  

3.2.2.4 Nighttime Illumination  

�x The change in ambient illumination levels as a result of project sources; and  

�x The extent to which project lighting would spill out of the project site and affect adjacent 
light-sensitive areas. 

3.3 Evaluation Methodology  

The methodology approach presented herein generally follows the guidance outlined in the 
Guidelines for the Visual Impact Assessment of Highway Projects (2015) published by the Federal 
Highway Administration (FHWA). Despite assessment guidance, it is acknowledged that the 
findings of an analysis of existing visual or aesthetic resources and potential visual or aesthetic 
impacts can be highly subjective, depending on the background of the assessor and the opinions 
of viewers. The qualities that create an aesthetically pleasing setting or that result in the 
perception of a visual element as aesthetically positive or negative vary from person to person. 
Different viewers may consider a change in the visual environment as either beneficial or adverse. 

The analysis of aesthetics considers the visual quality of the area immediately surrounding the 
proposed Project alignment, and the impacts of the proposed Project with respect to the existing 
aesthetic environment. The analysis considers the physical aspects of the Project and its 
associated design features, as well as an evaluation of visual simulations showing existing and 
future conditions at representative locations. The following steps were followed to assess the 
existing aesthetic setting and potential aesthetic impacts with implementation of the proposed 
Project: 

1. Identify the area of potential impact, including the geographic area of Project visibility.  

2. Identify landscape units (LU) that include the limits of a particular viewshed or the distinct 
transition in the aesthetic setting that correspond primarily to changes in land use. 

3. Identify key observation points/key views that include views critical or representative of 
the visual character of the area. 

4. Describe existing aesthetic resources (visual character and visual quality). 

5. Describe potential viewers and predict viewer response, including exposure and 
sensitivity. 
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